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Hens/Pigeons  
Agreement 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Application Date:  

Applicant Name:  

Site Address:  

Mailing Address:  

Phone Number:  

Email Address:  

 
I am the owner of the property listed above. I have read and I fully understand the City Code regarding 
the keeping of pigeons and hens. I understand that issuance of a zoning permit to construct a coop or 
loft does not create a vested zoning right to keep pigeons or hens. I pledge that I will at all times keep the 
pigeons or hens in accordance with the City Code and I understand that failure to obey the conditions of 
the Code will constitute a violation of Code and may be grounds for suspension or revocation of the 
permit. I further agree to allow Animal Control, the City’s Code Enforcement Officer or other 
designated City Official the right to enter and inspect my property at any reasonable time for the purpose 
of investigating either an actual or suspected violation of the Code, or to ascertain compliance or 
noncompliance with the Code. Finally, I agree that if the permit is revoked, I will remove the pigeons or 
hens from the property within 15 days of the revocation and remove the loft or coop within 30 days. 
 

 

 

Printed Name 

Signature 

Date 
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Hen / Pigeon Keeping 
April 2019

This handout is a summary of the permit & inspection process as well as standard requirements based on City 
Regulations regarding the keeping of Pigeons or Hens.  Information contained herein does not contain all of the 
specific codes for construction, and shall only be used as a guide. 

Permit Submission Requirements: 

 Completed Agreement for the Keeping of Pigeons or Hens.

 Completed Zoning permit application for the coop or loft ($50).

 Completed neighbor agreement form if setback is less than 50 feet from neighbor.

 Two copies of a site plan (which includes lot lines, location of principle structure & garage, location of
proposed coop or loft, dimensions of coop or loft, distance from coop or loft to property line(s). See Site
Plan Example.

 Construction plans or photograph with dimensions for coop/loft and type of building material and any
other additional information which may be required. Structure must utilize exterior materials equal to
that which is used on a house or garage.

Zoning Permit Fee:  The zoning permit fee for the coop or loft is $50.00 

Inspection Requirements:  The inspection card and approved plans must be on site upon the start of work until 
the final inspection has been performed and passed.  All construction work shall remain accessible and exposed 
for inspection until approved by the Building Inspection Department. 

All required inspections will be listed on the permit card.  A final inspection is required upon completion of 
project and approvals for all other inspections have been complete; please call 651-429-8518 to schedule an 
inspection.  A 24 hour notice is required for all inspections (time frame may lengthen during busy times).   

*A lot line inspection is required prior to construction of coop of loft.  Once the coop location has been staked-
out & property pins exposed, please call for this inspection prior to construction. 
Information and Guidelines: 
 Up to four hens or up to 100 pigeons are allowed.  No Roosters.
 No breeding allowed.
 If a fenced yard is available, the fence must be at least 4 feet in height.
 There must be a 50 foot setback from neighboring habitable structures or obtain the neighbor’s consent.
 There must be a 5 foot setback from property lines.
 Hens do not need to be banded.
 Composting of the poop is not allowed.
 Slaughtering is allowed; please be discrete.
 Coops/lofts may not be heated by portable or electric space heaters.  Due to bedding material, doing so may

cause a fire hazard.
 Coop:  Minimum of 4 square feet per hen.  Maximum of 6 ft. in height and 30 square ft. in size at the base.
 Run:  Minimum of 6 square feet if access to a fenced yard is available.  10 square ft.  per hen if access to a

fenced yard is not available.  Maximum 4 feet in height if greater than 40 sq. ft. in size.  May be 6’ tall is 40
sq. ft. in size or less.

 Loft:  Minimum of 1 square foot per pigeon.
 When 30 sq. ft. in size or less, the coop/loft does not count towards the accessory structure limit or

impervious area limit.
 A loft may exceed 6 (six) feet in height and 30 sq. ft in size if it is counted as an accessory structure.  See Shed

handout.
Any questions, please contact Sam in the Planning Department at 651-429-8534 or scrosby@whitebearlake.org 
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