
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

White Bear Lake Redistricting Commission 

Monday, March 8, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers of City Hall 

4701 Highway 61 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

 

 
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 
2. Approval of Agenda 

 
3. Redistricting Presentation 

 

4. Open the Public Hearing on the Tentative Redistricting Plan 
 
5. Adopt a Redistricting Plan 

 2022 District Map 

 Ward Descriptions 
 
6. Adjournment 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact city clerk, Kara Coustry, if you cannot attend, 
651-429-8508 or clerk@whitebearlake.org 

mailto:clerk@whitebearlake.org


 

 

        February 22, 2022 
 
 
To:    Kara Coustry, City Clerk, City of White Bear Lake, Minnesota 
 
From:  Timothy Geck, Chair 
  City of White Bear Lake Redistricting Commission 
 
Subject: Tentative 2020 Redistricting Plan 
 
Pursuant to Chapter III of the White Bear Lake Home Rule Charter this 
Tentative 2020 Redistricting Plan is hereby submitted. 
 
BACKGROUND   
 
The Minnesota State Constitution, Article IV, Sec.3 provides that following 
each decennial United States Census the legislature shall prescribe the 
bounds of congressional and legislative districts within the State. If the 
legislature fails to do so in the manner prescribed by law after having 
adequate opportunity the judicial branch of the State proceeds to do so with 
the opportunity for predication by residents through the legal process. 
Following establishment of congressional and legislative districts, 
Minnesota Statutes allow local units of government divided into districts to 
reapportion those districts consistent with an established timeframe. 
 
The United States Census Bureau conducted a census effective April 1, 2020 
and data from that count began to be released in mid-2021 with a level of 
detail allowing state-wide reapportionment to begin. As during the past 
several decades the legislature was unsuccessful in reaching agreement on 
establishment districts as prescribed by law and a judicial panel was 
established which subsequently, and with public participation, adopted and 
published revised congressional and legislative districts on February 15, 
2022. 
 
City Redistricting 
 
Chapter III of the White Bear Lake Home Rule Charter (Attachment 1) 
charges the City’s Charter Commission with serving as the City’s 
Redistricting Commission and preparing a plan for establishing the bounds 
of the City’s five districts (Wards) in a manner so as to be compact, 



 

 

contiguous and contain as nearly as possible the same number of residents. 
The boundary lines of the districts must follow the center of the street. 
 
Prior to release of the State redistricting plan the City’s Redistricting 
Commission worked with City staff to prepare a map which illustrated a 
calculation of 2020 U.S. Census population data by district (Ward) (See 
Attachment 2). Dividing the City’s 2020 population data by five resulted in 
an expected population of 4,977 residents per district. The range of deviation 
from that average was 111 (2.2%) less than to 126 (2.6%) greater. 
Considering the charter requirement that “All districts shall contain, as 
nearly as possible, the same number of residents” the commission sought 
definition of or precedent setting “as nearly as possible.” A search of MN 
Statutes found no definition and through assistance of the MN Secretary of 
State’s Office and the League of Minnesota Cities definitions of precedent 
were not found. The Commission then sought direction from the City 
Attorney who responded in a letter dated February 9, 2022 (Attachment 3). 
While the City Attorney also found no specific definition he cited certain 
legal rulings related to the question and although not a clear fit they did 
suggest the need for reasonable and good faith effort to reach the equal 
number requirement. The Commission concluded that while the 2010 
(Current) district boundaries were reasonably close, application of the 
“Good Faith” standard could produce districts closer to an equal number of 
resident with minimal change. 
 
U.S. Census data were provided in block or enumeration district detail but to 
comply with the center of the street requirement of the City Charter for 
district boundaries it was not possible to reach equality as blocks would have 
had to be divided. This Tentative Plan (Attachment 4) establishes five 
districts with a deviation from the 4,977 average ranging from 36 (.07%) 
less than to 14 (.03%) greater. The proposed districts are compact and 
contiguous, boundaries follow the center of streets and the Commission 
considers the boundary changes to be minimal. 
 
SUBMISSION 
 
Pursuant to Section 3.04 of the City Charter this Tentative Plan is hereby and 
a public hearing is scheduled for Monday March 7, 2022 at 7:00 in the 
White Bear Lake City Council Chambers, for which notice will be 
published, following which the Commission intends to consider this plan 
with or without amendment for adoption and submission to the City Council 



 

 

for first reading of the Redistricting Ordinance on March 8, 2022.  The City 
Council will hold its own Public Hearing on March 22, 2022, for which 
notice will be published, at which time the Redistricting Ordinance is 
expected to be adopted.  The Redistricting Ordinance is due by March 29, 
2022, and becomes effective August, 9, 2022 – the date of the Primary. 
 
c.c. Mayor and City Council 
     White Bear Lake Redistricting Commission 



CHAPTER III 
COUNCIL DISTRICTS 

 
Sect. 3.01. Number of Districts.  There shall be five City Council Districts.  
 
Sect. 3.02. Redistricting Commission. At such time as required to comply with applicable law, the 
Redistricting Commission, which shall be comprised of the members of the Charter Commission, shall 
be convened by the President of the Charter Commission.  The duties of the Redistricting Commission 
are ministerial, and execution thereof may be enforced by court action upon petition of any registered 
voter of the City or by other appropriate legal authority. 
 
Sect. 3.03. Redistricting Commission Reports.  Within sixty (60) days after the legislative redistricting 
plan becomes final, the Redistricting Commission shall file with the City Clerk a report containing a 
tentative plan for readjustment of the Council Districts to comply with these specifications: 
 

1. All districts shall be formed of compact, contiguous territory.  Boundary lines between 
districts shall follow the center of the street.  
 

2. All districts shall contain, as nearly as possible, the same number of residents. 
 
When the plan currently in effect meets the above specifications, the Redistricting Commission shall 
refile that same plan.  
 
If the Redistricting Commission recommends district boundary changes, its report shall be filed with the 
City Clerk as the tentative plan.  The plan shall include a map and description of the districts 
recommended.  
 
Sect. 3.04. Public Hearings.  Within thirty (30) days after the City Clerk receives the tentative plan, the 
Redistricting Commission shall hold at least one public hearing, to which the Mayor and City Council 
shall be invited, to consider the tentative plan.  Within thirty (30) days after such public hearing, the 
Redistricting Commission shall adopt a plan and file such plan with the City Clerk.  Thereafter, the City 
Council shall, by ordinance, enact such plan.  
 
Sect. 3.05. Failure to Enact Ordinance.  In the event the Council fails to adopt such ordinance, the plan 
shall nevertheless be deemed enacted sixty (60) days after the plan has been filed with the City Clerk. 
 
Sect. 3.06. Effect of Enactment.  The new Council districts and boundaries shall supersede previous 
districts and boundaries for all the purposes of the next regular City election, including nominations.  
The new districts and boundaries shall supersede previous districts and boundaries for all other 
purposes as of the date on which the Councilmembers elected at that regular City election take office.  
  
Any Councilmember not residing within the boundaries of the Council District from which he/she was 
elected as a result of district boundary changes shall serve as a Councilmember at large to the expiration 
of the term.  
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ORDINANCE NO.  

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A REDISTRICTING PLAN THEREBY CHANGING THE BOUNDARIES 
BETWEEN WARDS IN ORDER TO BALANCE THE NUMBER OF RESIDENTS IN EACH WARD 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITE BEAR LAKE, MINNESOTA, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN: 

SECTION I. Pursuant to Section 3.03 of the White Bear Lake City Charter, the White Bear 
Lake Charter Commission, acting as the City’s Redistricting Commission has, 
following a public hearing, certified a plan for the redistricting of City ward 
boundaries to the City Council for review and approval.  The redistricting plan 
established the City’s five wards as follows: 

Ward 1 Ward 1 shall be defined as follows: 

 Beginning at County Road F and McKnight Road north to the shore of White Bear 
Lake, following the shore west to Whitaker Street, west to Lake Avenue South, 
north to US Highway 61, north to Highway 96west to Lincoln Avenue, west to 
Bald Eagle Avenuenorth to Bald Eagle Avenue, north to 4th Street, west to Birch 
Lake Blvd N., west to Centerville Road, south on Centerville Road to the 
southerly City limits, and following the City limits east and south to County Road 
F, east to McKnight Road and the point of origin.  Ward 1 shall have one precinct. 

Ward 2 Ward 2 shall be defined as follows: 

 Beginning at the extension of Whitaker Street to the shore of White Bear Lake, 
northeast along the shore of the lake, including Manitou Island, to the City limits, 
then following the east City limits to the north City limits, to the west City limits, 
south to Birch Lake Blvd N., east to 4th Street, east to Bald Eagle Avenue, south to 
Highway 96, east to US Highway 61, south to Lake Avenue South, south to 
Whitaker , south to Lincoln Avenue and east to the lakeshore and the point of 
origin.  Ward 2 shall have one precinct. 

Ward 3 Ward 3 shall contain two (2) precincts and shall be defined as follows: 

 Ward 3 Precinct 1: Beginning at Cedar Avenue and East County Line Road north 
to the City limits, west following the City limits to Bellaire Avenue, north 
following the City limits to the lakeshore, west along the lakeshore to the 
extension of McKnight Road, south to County Road F, west to the western City 
limits, south to Cedar Avenue, east to Howard Avenue, south to Dorothy Avenue, 
east to Cranbrook Drive, South to Mayfair Avenue, east to Bellaire Avenue, north 
to Cedar Avenue, east to East County Line Road and the point of origin. Ward 3 
shall have one precinct 

 Ward 3 Precinct 2:  Beginning at Cedar Avenue and Howard Avenue south to 
Dorothy Avenue, west to Cranbrook Drive, south to Mayfair Avenue, east to 



 
ORDINANCE NO.  

Bellaire Avenue, north to Cedar Avenue, west to Howard Avenue and the point 
of origin. 

 

Ward 4 Ward 4 shall contain two (2) precincts and shall be defined as follows: 

 Ward 4, Precinct 1:  Beginning at Highway 120 (Century Avenue) and the south 
City limits, north to Cedar Avenue, west to Bellaire Avenue, south to Mayfair 
Avenue, west to Cranbrook Drive, north to Dorothy Avenue, southwesterly to 
Howard AvenueMcKnight Road, , south to Spruce Place, east to McKnight Road, 
south to the south City limits, east to Highway 120 (Century Avenue) and the 
point of origin. 

 Ward 4, Precinct 2:  All are of the City of White Bear Lake located within 
Washington County, MN. 

Ward 5 Ward 5 shall be defined as follows: 

 Beginning at McKnight Road and the City’s southerly City limits, north to Spruce 
PlaceDorothy Avenue, west to Howard Avenue, north to Cedar Avenue, west to 
the City’s westerly City limits, south to the City’s southerly City limits, east to 
McKnight Road and the point of origin.  Ward 5 shall have one precinct. 

SECTION II The City Council hereby approves the redistricting plan as presented. 

SECTION III This ordinance becomes effective upon approval and publication on the date of 
the state primary election (August 9, 2022). The new districts (wards) and 
boundaries shall supersede previous districts (wards) and boundaries for all the 
purposes of the next regular City election, including nominations.  

Adopted by the City Council of the City of White Bear Lake, Minnesota on the __ day of 
________________ 2022. 
 

       _____________________________ 
       Dan Louismet, Mayor 

 

Attest: ________________________ 
Kara Coustry, City Clerk 

First Reading:  _______________________  

Initial Publication: _______________________ 

Second Reading: _______________________ 



 
ORDINANCE NO.  

Final Publication: _______________________   

Codified:  _______________________ 

Posted on web: ________________________ 
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