










Council Work Session Minutes: May 24, 2022 
 

Page 1 of 1 

 

MINUTES 

WORK SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF WHITE BEAR LAKE, MINNESOTA 

TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2022 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
Work Session Opened: 8:55 PM 
 
In Attendance: Mayor Louismet, Councilmembers Walsh, Hughes, Jones, Edberg, and Engstran. 
Assistant City Manager Juba, Public Works Director/ City Engineer Kauppi, City Attorney Gilchrist, and 
City Clerk Coustry. 
 
Staff shared an update with the Council regarding the potential transfer of the Armory. The White Bear 
Lake Historical Society is exploring concepts for converting the Armory into a museum. Staff held 
preliminary discussions with the Historical Society about the potential to transfer the Armory to the 
Historical Society. City Staff was directed not to spend money and time seeking an appraisal of the 
Armory due to its designation as an historical property rather than a commercial property of any 
significant value. Council discussed the pending elevator repair of the facility and asked staff to 
research its ability to stop the repair work so the property could be transferred as is to the Historical 
Society sooner rather than later. Council discussed a Right of First Refusal being attached to the 
transfer of the Armory for $1.00 plus the cost of the elevator repair to the Historical Society. Council 
discussed mechanisms for ensuring good stewardship of the property such as seeking a verification of 
funds, letter of intent, or asking for a maintenance and operations plan from the Historical Society. 
 
Staff and the Council discussed the Public Safety building project in which there had been no update 
from the Legislature regarding funding for the project. Krause-Anderson had reported a hold in the 
construction market with the price of steel actually coming down, however, there was still large lead 
times for supplies. The Council generally discussed holding off just two more weeks for word about 
funding from the Legislature, but agreed to plug away on the original plan without cutting any square 
footage, regardless of the Legislature. 
 
Work Session Adjourned: 9:44 PM 
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